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The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on June 

27, 2017 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Gene Teague 

presiding. Council Members present included Gene Teague, Sharon Hodge, Chad Martin, 

Jennifer Bowles, and Kathy Lawson.  Staff present included City Manager Leon Towarnicki, 

Assistant City Manager Wayne Knox, City Attorney Eric Monday, Clerk of Council Karen 

Roberts, Finance Director Linda Conover, Commissioner of Revenue Ruth Easley, Zoning 

Administrator Susan McCulloch, Tonya Rumley, Community Development and Police Chief 

Eddie Cassady.   

Mayor Teague called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed 

Session beginning at 6:00 PM.  In accordance with Section 2.1-344 (A) of the Code of Virginia 

(1950, and as amended) and upon a motion by Council Member Lawson, seconded by Council 

Member Hodge, with the following 4-0 recorded vote: Mayor Teague, aye; Vice Mayor Martin, 

aye; Council Member Lawson, aye; and Council Member Hodge, aye. Council Member Bowles 

arrived at 6:10pm.  Council convened in Closed Session to discuss the following matters: (A) 

Appointments to Boards and Commissions as authorized by Subsection 1 and (B) 

Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members, attorneys or consultants 

pertaining to actual or probable litigation, or other specific legal matters requiring the 

provision of legal advice by such counsel, as authorized by Subsection 7.  Mayor Teague 

announced that Council would return to closed session after the regular session.  

Following the invocation by Mayor Teague and Pledge to the American Flag, Teague 

welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Present proclamations honoring Martinsville High School track and field athletes Sidney 

Allen and Justin Manns for winning the Virginia High School League Group 2A State 

Championship in their respective outdoor track and field events – City Manager Towarnicki 

recognized two Martinsville High School track stars and their coach Greg Dean.  Council 

Member Lawson read the proclamation recognizing Sidney Allen.  Vice Mayor Martin read the 

proclamation recognizing Justin Manns. Council Members presented the proclamations to 

Allen and Manns.  Coach Dean thanked Council for honoring Allen and Manns and said the 

championship was a great experience.   
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Consider adoption of a resolution regarding Workers’ Compensation Coverage for 

Volunteer Fire/EMS members – Finance Director Linda Conover said the resolution is a 

formality to provide new coverage for Fire and EMS departments and provides cost savings 

along with a training program.  Council Member Lawson made a motion to adopt the 

resolution; Council Member Bowles seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in 

favor. 
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Hear an update from United Way Executive Director Kim Adkins – Executive Director 

Kim Adkins explained that this year is the 80th Anniversary for the local United Way program 

and provided a brief history of the organization.  Adkins attributes the local United Way 

success to a generous community along with the organization’s volunteers and leadership over 

the years.   A new campaign goal will be announced at their next meeting.  Vice Mayor Martin 

questioned the HEY Collaborative, Adkins explained that it was still funded but fell under a 

different category.  Council Member Bowles asked about uncollected pledges and if an 

individual could donate from their paycheck or if it would need to go through the employer.  

Adkins explained they would work with any individual wishing to make a donation.   
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Continue the joint public hearing with the Martinsville Planning Commission on the 

Zoning Ordinance update and consider approval of the ordinance on first reading – Chairman 

Tim Martin called the Planning Commission to order and commended those participants on 

the Planning Commission.  Susan McCulloch, Zoning Administrator explained that some items 

were left undone at the previous meeting and have since been reviewed, revised and corrected 

since meeting with the Planning Commission.  She said Council had a list of changes made to 

the zoning ordinance.  McCulloch explained that most resident requests for changes were 

honored with few exceptions.  City Attorney Monday said there was a concern voiced at the 

Planning Commission hearing and from a resident regarding non-conforming properties that 

do not conform but are grandfathered in.  If that property is destroyed by fire for example, 

then it would need to be built back to conform to current requirements and could cause 

financial hardship on the property owner.  Monday explained Council options and property 

owner options in that case. Monday’s recommendation is to leave the ordinance unchanged 

with the variance process in case of financial hardship to the property owner.  Hodge asked 

about the $200 application fee, Monday confirmed that fee could be waived to prevent further 

hardship to the property owner.  Council Member Lawson expressed her concern about the 

ordinance and the compassion needed for homeowners who may not be able to afford to 

rebuild to meet the ordinance.  Tim Martin asked Council to not take specifics out of context 

and asked Council to allow the Board of Appeals to do their job in individual circumstances.  

Planning Commission representative Ural Harris noted that the variance request could take a 

month to 6 months to get approval to rebuild a home on the same foundation.  Harris said 
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residents are unhappy with the cost along with the time period to get approval.  Mayor Teague 

reopened the public hearing.  No one approached the podium so Teague closed the hearing.  

McCulloch asked the Planning Commission strike the Residential over Commercial limit of 

three apartments from C-UB, p.14-3, Section C. and to strike limit of three from C-N.  Tim 

Martin made a motion to approve the amendment; Sarah Krauss seconded the motion with all 

Planning Commission Members voting in favor.  Martin made a motion to send the Zoning 

Ordinance to Council; Krauss seconded the motion with all members voting in favor.  Harris 

expressed his concern about the variance timeframe.  Planning Commission adjourned.  

Council Member Hodge made a motion to approve the ordinance and map as amended by the 

Planning commission on June 22 and June 27, 2017; Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion. 

Teague verified that if there is a resident with a hardship, the variance process could be 

expedited on an individual basis.  Council Member Hodge requested that Council revisit the 

$200 fee to apply for variance at a future date.  Council Member Lawson asked how long it 

would take to update the amended document to the website.  McCulloch said the consultant 

had the Word document but does not feel that it will take long.  All Council Members voted in 

favor of approving the ordinance on first reading:  Vice Mayor Martin, aye; Council Member 

Bowles, aye; Council Member Lawson, aye; Council Member Hodge, aye; and Mayor Teague, 

aye. 

Consider a review of the City’s finance report – Finance Director Conover summarized 

the finance report. Council Member Lawson made a motion to approve the finance report, 

Council Member Hodge seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor. 
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Consider approval of consent agenda – Council Member Lawson made a motion to 

approve both items on the consent agenda as presented; Council Member Bowles seconded the 

motion with all Council Members voting in favor. 
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Business from the Floor – No one approached the podium 

Comments by members of City Council – Council Member Bowles thanked to 

Martinsville City police, Sheriff and Fire departments for being positive role models to the New 

Heights participants.  Vice Mayor Martin congratulated Police Chief Eddie Cassady.  

Police Chief Eddie Cassady thanked Council and City Manager Towarnicki, he said he 

had some big shoes to fill but commended the members of the Martinsville Police Department.   

Comments by City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki acknowledged the passing of 

Donald Thompson who worked for the City for 23 years as well as Mike Mabe who was 

employed for 31 years.  Towarnicki recognized the 25 Boards and Commissions, explaining 

there are 104 available seats with 36 current vacancies for any citizens interested in applying.  

Monday July 3 and July 4 the municipal building will be closed.  Towarnicki explained that 

the City was recognized for the energy project that was performed on the municipal building 

along with the meter project which providing savings without impacting the City budget.   

City Attorney Monday wished citizens a good July 4 holiday. 

Teague also mentioned the Celebration event at Martinsville Speedway. 
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Council reconvened into closed session at 8:40pm.  At the conclusion of Closed Session, 

each returning member of Council certified that (1) only public business matters exempt from 

open meeting requirements were discussed in said Closed Session; and (2) only those business 

matters identified in the motion convening the Closed Session were heard, discussed, or 

considered during the Session.  A motion was made by Council Member Bowles to return to 

regular session, seconded by Council Member Hodge with all Council Members voting in favor.   

A motion was made by Council Member Hodge to reappoint Victor Correa to a 3-year 

term on the School Board; the motion was seconded by Mayor Teague however motion failed 

with a 2-3 vote:  Hodge, aye; Teague, aye; Lawson, nay; Bowles, nay; and Martin, nay. 

A motion was made by Vice Mayor Martin to reappoint Donna Dillard to a 3-year term 

on the School Board; the motion was seconded by Council Member Lawson.  Motion passed 

with a 5-0 vote in favor. 

A motion was made by Council Member Hodge to appoint Tonya Jones to a 3-year term 

on the School Board; the motion was seconded by Council Member Bowles.  Motion passed 

with a 5-0 vote in favor 

A motion was made by Council Member Hodge to reappoint James Hagwood to a new 3-

year term on the Piedmont Regional Community Services Board; the motion was seconded by 

Council Member Lawson.  Motion passed with a 5-0 vote in favor. 

There being no further business, Council Member Bowles made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting; the motion was seconded by Council Member Hodge with all Council Members voting 

in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 10:45pm. 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Gene Teague 

Clerk of Council           Mayor   


